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     It’s Great to be an 
Elk!
     That’s right, I’ve 
seen and heard 
of so many great 
things going on in 
all of your lodges!  
The enthusiasm for 
doing these great 

things is catching on and in Connecticut we do it with 
100%!
     Since our last newsletter there have been so many 
great examples of this;  9/11 Remembrances, Veterans 
Day programs, Fall Festivals, October Fests, and so 
much more!
     We also had the DD audits and visits and along 
their way I was able to attend New London, Danbury, 
Derby, Meriden, West Haven, Manchester, Middletown, 
Winsted, Torrington, Branford, Naugatuck and 
Glastonbury.  I was also able to attend all 4 of their 
Homecomings in Groton, New Britain, Wethersfield/
Rocky Hill and Bridgeport.
     Events since that time included: a PER Meeting 
in Southington, a 125th Anniversary Party for New 
London Lodge #360, the Apple Harvest in Southington, 
the Drug Awareness training seminar held in 
Wethersfield/Rocky Hill, a couple of district Soccer 
Shoots, the State Finals in East Windsor, and then the 
Area 1 Finals in Augusta, Maine.
     I know, I still have 3 more lodges to visit and I’ll be 
there soon!
     We can’t forget the GER Visit with a great lunch 
at the Harford Lodge, another super dinner at the 
Westbrook Lodge and of course the rest of the time 
with our GER Bruce Hidley and First Lady Helen, our 
additional guest PGER Paul Ryan and State Sponsor 
David Carr and Penny went fantastic!  Another 
highlight of their visit was the tour at the Submarine 
Base in Groton lead by our DD from the East, Peter 
Berns.

     I had also mentioned there were a few of us 
that were going to rappel 30 stories down the hotel 
at Mohegan Sun – well we did it, thanks to the 
inspiration of the CT Special Olympics, Sharon Stewart, 
Melvin Rivera and I survived what I would describe 
the most nerve wracking yet biggest and most daring 
thrill of a lifetime!
     The hospitality and the warmth shown throughout 
has been greatly appreciated by Ivana and me!
     Next up we have the Special Olympics Volleyball 
in Hamden, the Holiday Party in Milford, Memorial 
Sunday, Hoop Shoot locally, district, state, area and 
Grand Lodge Finals, the mid-year in Branford, another 
evening with the Bridgeport Islanders and the State 
Bowling Tournament at Apple Valley.
But most of all, to all Elks and your families and 
friends, my best wishes for a Happy Thanksgiving, 
Happiest of Holidays and a happy and healthy New 
Year!
     Or as best said, “Merry Christmas to all and to all a 
good night!”

Fraternally, 
Jim Money, State President
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Message froM ger Bruce a. Hidley 
aBsent MeMBers coMMeMorated in deceMBer

     It’s hard to believe the end of 2022 is 
here. There are so many ways to reflect 
upon the month of December.
     On Sunday, December 4, we Elks 
pledge Fidelity to our Members who have 
entered into the realm of eternity. Lodges 
across our great country will pay a just 
tribute of affection and honor to all the 
Members who no longer answer when 
their names are called. The Elks Memorial 
Service is a very solemn day when we 
hear the chimes of eleven rings in honor 
of our deceased Members.
     The Members who we honor on 

Memorial Sunday spent many hours of dedicated service to their Lodges. 
It is a fitting tribute to them to have their families with us at this 
memorial ceremony. Their names shall endure forever in our tablets of 
love and memory.
     We thank the Jolly Corks who found the need for a formal memorial 
service as fellow Members passed. Through their insight, a formal 
designation took place in 1889 at the Grand Lodge Convention 
proclaiming the first Sunday in December would be designated as 
Memorial Sunday. “An Elk is never forgotten, never forsaken.” May all our 
deceased Brothers and Sisters rest in peace and may they all be enjoying 
that great Elks Lodge above.
     Let us not forget Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day on December 7. It is 
a day to remember and honor all who died in the attack on Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941. I have personally toured Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. 
It is an absolutely solemn experience to visit the memorial above the 
USS Arizona and see the names of over 2,400 Americans who were 
killed that day. In addition to the lives lost, more than 1,100 troops were 
wounded during the attack. In a speech to congress, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt stated that the bombing of Pearl Harbor was a date which will 
live in infamy. There were no truer words spoken. Please take the time at 
your Lodge to lower the Flag to half-staff on Pearl Harbor Remembrance 
Day to honor all the military personnel who were killed in this attack. 
May they all rest in peace.
     December is also a time when we celebrate the Christmas holiday 
with family and friends. Christmas is a very busy time of the year as 
we decorate our homes and Lodges, put up and decorate Christmas 
trees, and shop for our loved ones. Christmas is when we as Elks must 
practice one of the Cardinal Principles of our Order, Charity. What better 
way of “Promoting Elkdom With Enthusiasm” than to have your Lodge 
membership work together to collect food items for your local food 
pantry and host children’s Christmas parties with Old Saint Nick himself, 
Santa Claus.
     I encourage Lodges to participate in your local Adopt-A-Family 
Program to help a family who may not otherwise be able to enjoy the 
Christmas season. Let’s also not forget our veterans who fought for the 
freedoms we enjoy today. When you host your Lodge Christmas party, ask
every Member to bring a gift for a veteran at your local VA Hospital. 
COVID-19 has changed our way of life and our interaction time with 
the veterans at the VA Hospitals. I encourage you to contact your VAVS 
Representative to coordinate the delivery of the gifts to our veterans.
     Helen and I wish each of you and your families a very Merry 
Christmas. May the joy and happiness of the Christmas season be with 
each of you throughout the year. Have a very safe holiday season.

 Care Share                                                                           

       
   
     The Branford Elks Lodge #1939 
was awarded $1,000 through the 
Freedom Grant.  The Lodge used half 
of the grant to host “Take A Veteran 
Fishing” on September 24th.  Mem-
bers and Officers met at the Branford 
Yacht Club at 4:30am to prepare, cook 
and wrap over 250 breakfast sand-
wiches for the Veterans before they 
set out on a big fishing trip that they 
look forward to year after year. The 
highlight of the morning was filling 
their bellies before they anxiously 
waited to throw fishing lines in while 
telling stories, laughing, having a 
good time and enjoying good com-
pany.
     The Lodge used the remaining 
half of the Freedom Grant to host a 
Blind Veteran Steak Luncheon at their 
Lodge on September 10th.  Fifteen 
blind Veterans from West Haven 
Veterans Affairs attended the lunch 
and received gift bags. The gift bags 
included hygiene essentials and a 
$10 gift card so they can purchase 
anything on their own.  Not only do 
the Veterans look forward to this, the 
members do as well. Branford Elks 
enjoyed sitting down and listening to 
each of the Vets stories and socializ-
ing with each one of them.   

Pictured left to right: Butch Cote, Trustee; 
John Franco, Trustee. (Take A Vet Fishing)
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grand lodge PuBlisHes uPdated Privacy and social Media Policy
By JosHua gray, Per, WeBsite coMMittee cHairMan

     Social media is an increasingly important way to get the Elks message out there.  Tremendous growth has occurred 
at the Grand Lodge, State Association, and Local Lodge level in the use of social media over the past decade, and this 
means of communication can draw new members to our communities.  
     But it’s also important that all Elks do so appropriately in a way that communicates the best principles of our order 
and complies with the laws, rules and regulations of the order.  To that end, the Grand Lodge has published a new 
version of their Privacy and Social Media Policy, available at the “Manuals” section of the Grand Lodge website https://
www.elks.org/leadership/manuals.cfm.  Below outlines a few tidbits to make sure you are staying in compliance with 
the rules.
     You CAN post about raffles so long as you have a special license from the state to conduct the event.  
     An event should never be posted as “open to the public” where alcohol is being served unless your lodge has a 
general license to sell alcohol at the event.
     If a fundraiser is being held for an individual in need, that person’s information (including name) should not be 
posted unless the lodge has specific written permission to do so.
     All activities that are intended for “Members” or “Members and guests” should be identified to avoid confusion if the 
public becomes aware of it.
     These are just a few of the tips provided in the handbook, which also focuses on lodge newsletters, email accounts, 
and other types of communication.  
     Most importantly:  DO actively use social media to publicize your community events, report on the success of your 
activities and community service, and recognize and honor veterans and our great nation!  Social media is a great way 
to “Promote Elkdom With Enthusiasm!”

15tH annual cea cHarities BoWling tournaMent
By louise Maynard, Per and BoWling cHairMan

     The 15th Annual Connecticut Elks Association Charities, Inc. Bowling Tournament will be held on Sunday, 
March 5, 2023, at Apple Valley Bowl, 1304 S. Main Street, Plantsville, CT to benefit our State Major Projects. 
     We continue to accept registrations with payment.  Your registration form with payment reserves your lane. No 
payments will be accepted at the door.  We will not reserve a lane without your registration form and payment.  
     This event is for Elks members in good standing.  A lodge who only has a few members who wish to bowl, 
please send in your registration form with your payment and we will assign you with another lodge to make a 
team.
     This is a very popular event and sells out fast. The bowling alley has 36 lanes. We encourage you to send in 
your registrations as soon as possible.  The cost is $30.00 per bowler which includes three games of bowling, 
shoe rental and your lunch.  We encourage non-bowlers to come down and cheer on your lodge.  Non-bowlers 
who wish to have lunch - the cost is $10.00 in advance.  The deadline for non-bowlers to register for lunch is 
February 26, 2023.
     Please consider a Lane Sponsor for $50.00 even if your lodge is not participating in our event, the Lane 
Sponsor counts towards your State Major Project goal. If you have a lodge member who owes a business, they 
can also sponsor a lane.  All the Lane Sponsors are recognized at the bowling tournament.  All Lane Sponsor 
registrations are due by February 19, 2023.
     Our committee is looking for 100% of the lodges to send a lane sponsor for our event.  To date eight Lodges 
have registered to participate in the tournament.
     All the forms are now on the CT Elks website https://ctelks.org.
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stand doWn 2022 rePort – veterans coMMittee
By gerry gallo, Per, veterans service, coMMittee cHairMan

     Sixteen Lodges, two Elks Riders Groups and one Grand Lodge 
Committeeman contributed to our Stand Down effort. As a result, we 
were able to purchase six hundred sixty jackets. Four hundred sixty 
jackets were handed out at Rocky Hill and one hundred jackets in 
Norwich. The remaining two hundred will be distributed to Veterans 
Service Organizations. Fifty will be going to “Backpacks for Life”. They 
distribute fifty backpacks to homeless Veterans through agencies around 
the state. We will also be reaching out to “Veterans Base Camp” and 
“Veterans Rally Point” . If you know of an organization in your area that 
services Veterans in need, please reach out to me or your District Chair 
with the information.
     I would like to thank the following Lodges for their contributions:  
Manchester, New Britain, Westbrook, Willimantic, West Haven, 
Branford, Derby and the Derby Elks, Middletown and the Middletown Elks Riders, Groton, Putnam, 
Wethersfield/Rocky Hill, Hamden, Enfield, Meriden, Bridgeport and Naugatuck.
     I would also like to acknowledge Grand Lodge Committeeman Terry Ford for his personal contribution.
     In addition I would like to acknowledge Jacqueline Tatro, Derby . Denise Reynolds, New Haven  and John 
Grinvalsky, Manchester for assisting at the CT Veterans Hospital  Rocky Hill. Thanks to Cary Carroll and Dominic 
Cortese, Groton, Lenny Incandella, Williamantic Lodge, Mitches Reyes, New London, and Don Buther and Joe 
Sousa, Manchester for assisting at Veterans Rally Point, Norwich.
     Several Lodges stepped up well above what we had hoped for. Other Lodges donated what they could. The 
average donation was $350. Regardless of the amount donated, we appreciate every one.
     With planning starting at the Mid-year convention in January, I hope we can be able to plan a complete 
package of items that would include a coat, hat, gloves and socks, and be able to attend all five Stand Down 
Locations. Those who helped this year were able to make several connections among the dozens of groups 
who were represented. I would like to have every Lodge represented next year.
     Thank you all for caring for Veterans!

Pictured left to right: Jacquline Tatro, and 
Denise Reynolds PER, Chairman Gerry 
Gallo and Lodge Veterans Chairman John 
Grinvalsky along with CT Veterans Commis-
ioner Tom Saadi (member of Danbury Lodge)

2022 ceac state soccer sHoot results
By tHoMas MattHeWs, Per, soccer sHoot coMMittee cHairMan

U8 girls:  4th n/a, 3rd Mackenzie G. Central Wallingford #1365, 2nd Aaliyah D. East Rockville #1359, 1st Caitlyn S. 
Northwest Torrington #372
U8 boys:  4th & 3rd n/a, 2nd Hunter. J Northwest Torrington #372, 1st Bryce F. East Danielson # 1706
U10 girls:  4th Beatrix B. Coastal Milford #1589, 3rd London S. Central Enfield #2222, 2nd Gabriella B. East Rockville 
#1359, 1st Bella O. N orthwest Naugatuck #967
U10 boys:  4th Nico F. Northwest Torrington #372, 3rd Jacob B. Central Wallingford #1365, 2nd Thiago A East Rockville 
#1359, 1st Frank Valla Coastal Milford #1589
U12 girls:  4th & 3rd n/a, 2nd Maya S. East Rockville #1359, 1st Callie W. Northwest Naugatuck #967
U12 boys:  4th n/a, 3rd Dhevan k. Central Wallingford #1365, 2nd Jayden D. Northwest Naugatuck #967, 1st Tristan S. 
Coastal Milford #1589
U14 girls:  4th & 3rd n/a, 2nd Greta A. Northwest Naugatuck #967, 1st Abigail S. East Rockville #1359
U14 boys:  4th n/a, 3rd Ryan S. East Rockville #1359, 2nd Gian Carlo B. Coastal Milford #1589, 1st Nour S. Central 
Wallingford #1365
Francis Joyce awards:  U8 Girls Caitlyn S. Northwest Torrington #372, U8 Boys Bryce F. East Danielson #1706, U12 girls
Callie W Nothwest Naugatuck #967, U14 boys Nour S. Central Wallingford #1365
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elks national foundation uPdate
By Joann cHaPMan donnel, enf cHairMan, Per, Pdd 

aMericanisM essay contest
By art Brault, Pdd, aMericanisM state cHairMan

     The Americanism essay contest this year has a few new things to celebrate. After many years of having only 
two divisions this year we will be adding two more divisions. Each grade level will now have its own division. 
Fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth will now be judged separately. First place in each division wins $1,000, second 
place wins $500, and third place wins $250 from Grand lodge. The State Association will also award $100 for 
first place, $75 for second place and $50 for third place  in each division as a monetary gift as well as other 
awards.
     This year’s theme is “What is your American Dream” and must be turned into your local Lodge for judging no 
later than December 15th. Each level of judging will send the top (3) in each division to be judged at the next 
level. The deadlines for each level of judging are as follows;
     - Student sends essay to local lodge no later than December 15, 2022
     - Local lodge sends to district chairperson no later than January 31, 2023
     - District chairperson sends to State chair no later than February28, 2023
     - State chair sends to Contest Administrator no later than March 31, 2023  
     Important rules to remember include; Essays must be typed, or legibly printed in ink (by the entrant); essays 
must be submitted to the lodge nearest their address; participants must be identified by name,grade,attending 
school,and the sponsoring Elks lodge; the cover page must be attached to the essay and will follow it through 
every level of judging.
     What are our judges looking for in their grading criteria?  Originality, this is where you should avoid use of 
worn-out words and phrases (30 points).  Development of the theme, stay focused on ideas and thoughts of the 
theme - don’t ramble (40 points).  Mechanics and neatness, use proper spelling, grammar,  and punctuation. (30 
points).  
     This important patriotic contest gives school children the chance to express their pride in America while 
fostering our youths appreciation and respect for patriotism.
     Do all you can to publicize and promote this contest.The  Americanism committee and Elks all across the 
country enthusiastically endorse this program because patriotism is one of BPOE’s greatest cornerstones.

     We are two-thirds of the way through the Lodge year and many Lodges have been actively working 
on reaching the GER's goal of $4.80 per member for donations to the ENF. Last year, every Lodge in 
Connecticut made the goal, and of course, we want to do that again! 
     This is money very well spent, as the ENF returns far more than that to our state.  Last year, the Lodges 
of CT collected $161,416, and the ENF returned to us $259,540 in State Charities Grants, Special Projects 
Grants, Bonus Grants, Most Valuable Student and Legacy Scholarships, and funding for VAVS Volunteers.  
In addition to that, 27 Lodges received Grants from the Community Investment Program totalling 
$204,500. 
     Three Grants from the CIP remain open to apply for this year, The Beacon Grant for $4000, the 
Spotlight Grant for $2000, and the Gratitude Grant which can be $2000 to $3500.  Every Lodge can apply 
for these grants until January 17, 2023, and must complete their grants by March 31, 2023.  Don't lose 
your opportunity to get this free money into your Lodge for supporting your local charities. 
     Feel free to call Joann Donnel,PDD, State ENF chair for questions, or call ENF in Chicago at 773-755-
4730. 

5



     Danielson, CT, The Danielson Elks Riders #1706 
held their annual SOB (Save Our Boobs) motorcycle 
run to benefit victims of cancer. 
     The run raised $2,622.28 and on November 
15, 2022 the Elks Riders presented the donation 
to Donna Wallace of Jolly Johns Keep on Trucking 
Fund. 
     Jolly Johns is a local charity that helps cancer 
patients. The charity assists with medical co-
payments, transportation, and other necessities 
while the patients receive treatment. 
     Front row Melissa Singer public relations, Donna
Wallace of Jolly Johns Trucking. Back row, Doug 
Farrow, Richard Egan, Gary Fitzpatrick Riders 
President, Kevin Kerttula, Kevin Morrison, Dan 
Rybacki Exalted Ruler.

Motorcylce run to Benefit victiMs of cancer
danielson elks riders #1706 

     As December begins, and our thoughts and plans 
move towards planning for holiday gatherings
with family and friends, the heart of Elkdom turns 
towards the empty chairs that will be at our
tables and our firesides, remembering our absent 
members. It is one of the key hallmarks of
Brotherly Love: that our care for and remembrance of 
those who share our solemn obligation does
not end in death. They are the ones who have paved 
the way for where we now find ourselves, who
showed us what Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love, and 
Fidelity mean by their way of life, by their
commitment to their community, and by their 
dedication to our order.
     I remember vividly going to Naugatuck Lodge with 
my dad for many events when I was growing up
and always being fascinated by these large stone 
tablets on which were engraved the names of so
many who had built this lodge – and not just with brick 
and mortar. In fact, I can still recall some of

the names. Names of men and women I have never met 
and have no other connection to – but we
are all Elks. Their legacy is now in our hands. What they 
built, we must now care for and grow that
their names may never be forgotten and that our 
names, too, might one day be inscribed alongside
theirs to endure throughout the ages.
     In the play Julius Caesar, William Shakespeare puts 
these words on the lips of Mark Antony: “The
evil that men do lives after them. The good is oft 
interred with their bones. So let it be with Caesar”.
So let it be with Caesar. But let it never be when it 
comes to our brothers and sisters in Elkdom.
     May the tablets of love and memory endure not only 
in our lodges, but in the heart of every single
Elk, that not a single one be ever forgotten or ever 
forsaken.

cHaPlain’s corner
By Rev. Christopher Ford

 Care Share                                                                           
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2021-2022 ct elks association cHarities, inc
officers, grand lodge officers & coMMitteeMen

State President, 
James Money, PDD

Vice President East 
Phillip Stender, Sr, PDD 

Vice President Coastal, Darren 
Howie Lawler, PDD

Vice President Central, Kathleen 
Ackerman, PDD

Vice President Northwest, 
Michael Johnson, PDD

State Secretary, Lisa Morissette, 
PER

Treasurer, Donna Wallace, PSP, 
PDD

Trustee Coastal, 
Edward Baranyai, PDD

Trustee East,
Arthur Brault, PDD 

Trustee at Large, Anthony Duarte, 
PER

Trustee Northwest (Chair),                
Andrea Ruimerman, PDD

Trustee Central,
Seth Miller, PDD

Chaplain, Rev. Christopher Ford

Tiler, Christoper Terry, PER

Sergeant at Arms, Richard        
Martyn, PDD

Inner Guard, Wanda Reiff, PDD

Organist, Joseph Trovarelli, Jr, PDD

State Sponsor, David R. Carr, PGER

Past Grand Lodge Committee,                   
Gerald Eisenman, PCJGF, PDDG-
ER, Robert W. Hansen, PCBOGT, 

PGLIG, PGLCC, PSDGER, PD-
DGER, PSP

Special Deputy GER, 
Richard M. Palanzo, SDGER, 

PGLCC,  PDDGER, PSP

Grand  Lodge Committeeman 
Auditing & Accounting, William J. 

Chinn, Jr., PDDGER, PSP, PDD

Grand Lodge Committeeman 
Activities Area 1, 

Terrace Ford, PDDGR, PSP

District Deputy GER Central       
District,  Jamie Sienna, DDGER

District Deputy GER Coastal Dis-
trict, Edward Baranyai, Jr, DDGER

District Deputy GER  East District, 
Peter Berns III, DDGER

District Deputy GER                  
Northwest District Debra Scarlett, 

DDGER

     It is the intent of the State Public Relations Committee to publish this newsletter quarterly. All Grand 
Lodge & State Officers, committee persons & local Lodges are encouraged to submit any articles & 
information to the State or District Public Relations Chair.  Chair: Richard Poole, PER richpoole15@gmail.
com. Central: Kimberly Larson, kimlarsson@live.com; Coastal: Alicia Vicino, Vicino2@aol.com; East: John 
Espada,PER trustee2163@tvcconnect.net; Northwest: Steve Maheu, PER, stemahart@gmail.com.
     We are very sorry if your submitted articles/photos did not make this issue. Space is very limited, we 
try our best to accomodate as many submissions as possible. Please do not let this deter you from sending 
more interesting items of your Lodge and Members involvement. Also, please remember that only so many 
items will be selected by the GL Newsletter.
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