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     Greeting my fellow Elks and 
Friends,

    As we head into Spring and reach 
the 1-year anniversary of the start 
of the covid pandemic, we are now 
seeing some light at the end of the 
tunnel.

     The Lodges of Connecticut are 
doing what we do best, helping our 
communities and our members.

     In January we had our ZOOM 
midyear meeting, even though we 
had to limit the attendance, we 
still had over 90 attending. We 
accomplished State business and 
heard from our state association 
committee chairs. We were happy to 
have our state sponsor PGER David 
Carr with us to give the keynote 
address. 

     February came and went with 
some lodges open for lunches 
& dinners following Connecticut 
Covid-19 rules and regulations.

     March is upon us and lodges 
have elected new Officers. 
Congratulations to the 2021-
2022 officers of the 31 lodges of 
Connecticut.

     On March 7 our Bowling 
Tournament was held with a 
morning and afternoon session to 
accommodate as many bowling 
as we could under Covid rules. As 
one of our major fundraisers for 
Connecticut Major Projects, I thank 
the committee for a great event.

     On March 19 Connecticut, has 
changed some of the rules to allow 
a greater number of people to 
gather. This is good news for the 
new officers and their installations. 
Going forward with many being 
vaccinated, warm weather on the 
horizon, and somewhat relaxed 

rules the 2021-22 year hopefully 
will see lodges turning the corner 
to a better year than last year.

     The Connecticut State 
Convention in June 2021 is now 
in the discussion stag. 
Once finalized the 
information will be 
posted on our website 
and distributed to our 
Lodges.

     I am happy to 
announce that Grand 
Lodge has awarded 
Connecticut 5 stars 
for our website. 
Congratulations to 
the committee for 
maintaining our 
website. 

     To coin a phrase from 
a Past State President, wait there’s 
more. The Web committee has 
taken on a project to even make 
our website better and more up to 
date. They are in the final stage and 
soon will be the unveiling of our 
new web page.

     Congratulations to Wallingford 
Lodge No.1365 for receiving 3 stars 
by Grand Lodge for their Website.  

     The Grand Lodge Convention 
will take place in Tampa Florida 
on July 4th to July 7th. Online 
registration is open and runs 
through June 21. The Tampa 
Convention Center and Visit Tampa 
Bay are working closely with the 
Elks National Convention to be 
able to have a safe and healthy 
environment for our convention. 
I do know at this time that there 
will be no Exhibit Hall. State Major 
Projects, Grand Lodge Committees, 
Elks Headquarters Department, and 
other vendors will not be available 
this year.  There will be a Grand 

Lodge Convention Digital Market 
Place, more information will be 
posted on the Grand Lodge website.

     The New England Tour is open 
and ready to accept your hotel 

reservations. New 
England will be 
staying at the 
Doubletree by 
Hilton Hotel Tampa 
Airport-Westshore.

     Forms are 
available on 
the Connecticut 
Website.

     The Success of 
any association 
depends on the 
involvement of 
its members. 
Connecticut Elks 

have always gone above and 
beyond to continually move our 
programs in a positive direction.

     To everyone please stay safe 
and healthy. “Remember, We Are 
Stronger Together”.

Fraternally,
James Sabio, PGLC, PDD
Connecticut State President
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association
 officers

State President, 
James Sabio, PGLC, PDD

Vice President East 
Michael R. Stewart, PDD 

Vice President Coastal,     
James Money, PDD

Vice President Central,     
Kathleen Ackerman, PDD

Vice President Northwest, 
Michael Johnson, PDD

State Secretary                  
Phillip R. Stender, Sr, PDD

Treasurer                        
Donna Wallace, PSP, PDD

Trustee Coastal, 
Edward Baranyai, PDD

Trustee East,
Arthur Brault, PDD 

Trustee at Large,            
Anthony Duarte, PER

Trustee Central (Chair),                
Dennis Claffey, PDD

Trustee Northwest,
James Coley, PDD

Chaplain,                          
Diane Robinson, PER

Tiler, 
Donald Percoski, PDD

Sergeant at Arms,
Darren (Howie) A. Lawler, 

PDD

Inner Guard,
Joseph Trovarelli, Jr., PDD

Organist,
Joshua Gray, PER

PGER David R. Carr’s 
Placemat Program

You can find your set of 
GL Placemats on 

  ELKS.ORG/ Grand 
Lodge/Committees/

Fraternal Committee/
Forms&Downloads.

They can be used at your 
next event, breakfast, 
dinner, and more to 

promote your Lodge and 

It is the intent of the 
State Public Relations 
Committee to publish 

this newsletter quarterly. 
All Grand Lodge & State 

Officers, committee 
persons & local Lodges 

are encouraged to 
submit any articles 

& information to the 
State or District Public 
Relations Chair.  Chair: 

Steve Maheu, PER 
stemahart@gmail.com. 
Central: Richard Poole, 

PER, richpoole15@
gmail.com; Coastal: 

Sheila Parizo, sparizo@
sbcglobal.net; East: 
John Espada,PER 

trustee2163@tvcconnect.
net; Northwest: Jenn 
Maheu, jennmaheu@

gmail.com

a Message froM grand exalted ruler
start the new lodge year with a proactive Mindset by ger, paul r. ryan

     Stacey and I can’t believe that it has been nine months since this journey began for us. 
We feel that it has been an experience that has fulfilled us as Elks! Although our travels 
have been very limited, meeting all the wonderful Elks throughout this country during 
the trips that we have been able to make has been an absolute joy of our life.
     So as we enter into the Elks New Year, this is a time to reflect on making sure you get 
your Lodge in order. Being able to be proactive rather than reactive will only help you 
and your Lodge in the long run. How is this possible? Start with making sure to have 
some of the following things in effect:
1. Review your bylaws and ensure that they are up to date and pertain to your Lodge’s 
rules and regulations.
2. Check your house rules and make sure they are up to date and approved by your 
Judiciary member of your area.
3. Do a physical inventory of all your personal property and make sure that you have 
enough insurance to cover it.
     These are just a few items that need to be done in the beginning of the Lodge year. 
That being said, it is not just your responsibility. Involve your officers and your Board of 
Directors, too.
     Lean on your best friend (Secretary) to make sure that you plan and cover everything. 
A good thing to also do now is to create a list for monthly “activities” — not just 
your charitable ones, but also your social ones. You should have a monthly event at 
your Lodge to keep Members involved, to raise funds to pay bills, and to help in the 
community.
     We are so excited that the National Hoop Shoot competition will be happening. 
It may be a little different as it will be held virtually. It is also for the 2019-2020 
competition winners for regional competitors and national winners that advanced. That 
being said, keep an eye out for the future: The 50 year anniversary celebration will be 
held in Chicago next year for the 2021-2022 season of Hoop Shoot. We all hope that we 
will have a normal Hoop Shoot for that season.
     As you know my theme for this year is Creating Momentum for the Future of Elkdom. 
Younger Members need to take this into consideration: You are the ones that are going 
to continue the tradition that this organization has to offer.
     Stacey and I are looking forward to continuing seeing the great Elks throughout the 
country.
     Please make a donation to our charities and we will be happy to share a pin with you.
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grand lodge 
officers & 

coMMitteeMen

State Sponsor, 
David R. Carr, PGER

Past Grand Lodge  
Committee,                   

Gerald Eisenman, PCJGF 
Robert W. Hansen, 

PGLIG, PGLCC, PSP, 
PDD

  
       

Special Deputy GER, 
Richard M. Palanzo,    
SDGER, PCGLC,  

PDDGER, PSP

Grand Lodge                  
Committeeman Auditing 

& Accounting,  
William J. Chinn, Jr., 

PSP, PDD

District Deputy GER            
Central District             

Seth Miller, DDGER

District Deputy GER 
Coastal District 

Robert Magowan,     
DDGER    

District Deputy GER                
East District, 

Bruce Edward DelMastro    
DDGER

District Deputy GER                  
Northwest District             

Donald Joseph McCurdy, 
Sr.,  DDGER

2021 Most valuable student scholarship results
by colleen conrad, Manager, scholarship prograMs, elks national foundation

CT ELKS Association is on            
    Facebook 

Follow us on Facebook. 
With over 20,000 Elks in 
Connecticut, let’s increase 

our numbers! FIND US AT 
CTELKS.ORG

     As you know, more than 23,000 students applied for a 2021 
Most Valuable Student scholarship. We recently concluded national 
judging, and we wanted to make sure you were among the first to 
hear the good news.

     Allan Riedel-Morillo, sponsored by Waterbury, CT Lodge No. 265, 
has advanced through all levels of judging and is officially one of 
the Top 20 MVS Finalists!

     This means that Allan will receive a scholarship of at least 
$20,000 from the Elks National Foundation and will interview for 
one of the top MVS awards of $30,000, $40,000, or $50,000 later 
this April.

     While we would normally fly our national finalists to Chicago 
for a three-day Leadership Weekend, the health and safety of our 
scholars are our number one priority. Therefore, the 2021 Leadership 
Weekend will be virtual again this year.

     However, we believe in the power of getting Elks scholars 
together, even if it’s virtually! We’ll use video conferencing to 
conduct a portion of our Leadership Weekend programming, as well 
as the official interview.

     Make sure to spread the good news! We’ll post more about our new Top 20 Finalists on the ENF’s social 
media pages, and we’ll officially announce the 483 MVS Semi-Finalists on the MVS webpage later this week.  
MVP Scholarship News
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derby ekls lodge #571
by anita dugatto, er

Introducing NEW Online Membership Application

The new online application for membership is easy to use. The proposer clicks on the hyperlink at the 
top left corner of elks.org and gives the information on the potential member. The potential member 
gets instructions on how to apply and the information is all cc’d to the Lodge Secretary. Take a look at 
the form! You do need an     elks.org login to do this.

     In 2020, The Elks National Foundation (ENF) 
offered various grants to its’ chapters throughout 
the United States. This year The ENF was able to 
tailor the grants to fit the needs of each community 
that were impacted hard by the COVID-19 epidemic. 
     Our lodge received a grant to partner with 
(TEAM (e.g., a non-profit organization that provides 
everyday essentials to low-income families 
throughout the valley area). TEAM responds to the 
social & economic needs facing our Valley residents.  
Throughout this pandemic, hundreds are turning 
to TEAM every week for  diapers & formula to 
households in critical need, prescription medications 
and food to elderly, children adults for access to the 
basic necessities of life, 
     Before COVID-19, TEAMs Diaper Bank helped 
278 families that included more than a hundred 
thousand diapers (114,290 diapers)! The targeted 
population is pregnant mothers and parents/
families of young children, Birth – 4 years of 
age. Diaper need is a significant need in our 
communities, and further exacerbated by the 
economic impact of the coronavirus pandemic.
     Our lodge and Team were able to purchase 
diapers and wipes to distribute to many families 
in need of these supplies. These resources were 
desperately needed and were received with great 
appreciation from the families. 
     TEAM expressed their gratitude by saying “We 
are thankful for any support the Derby Elks Club 
can provide that will help TEAM continue its Diaper 
Bank efforts for Derby and our Valley. And to give 
a sense of the impact of the coronavirus, TEAM 
witnessed a 257% increase in need for diapers.       

     To put 
this into 
perspective, 
TEAM 
distributes 
approximately 
28,500 diapers 
over the course 
of a 3 month 
period (and therefore approximately 114,000/year) 
prior to the pandemic – in the 3 months of April/
May/June (amidst the COVID-10 pandemic), TEAM 
distributed 73,400 diapers.
     We also applied for funds to receive PPE for 
our local Spooner House food pantry. The Spooner 
Houser offers non-perishable food items to valley 
resident. The PPE allowed them to collect, purchase 
and hand our food safely. 
     The Spooner House “is operated by Area 
Congregations Together, Inc. with the mission of 
providing food, shelter and support services to 
people in need. All of our energies are devoted to 
helping our clients establish a self-sufficient living 
situation. We recognize the dignity of our clients, we 
give them our respect and we deliver our services 
without proselytizing.
     This year the ENF awarded our lodge with 
$2,500.00. We used these funds to receive PPE for 
our local Spooner House food pantry. The Spooner 
Houser offers non-perishable food items to valley 
residents as well .  The PPE allowed them to collect, 
purchase and hand out food safely. The amount 
of PPE that was purchased will ideally get them 
through the COVID-19 pandemic.
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HAMDEN ELKS LODGE #2224

     Elks Lodge #2224 
serving North Haven 
and Hamden, recently 
presented North Haven 
Community Services with 
a check for $1750.  The 
funds were donated by 
the Lodge to help pur-
chase food for needy 
families during the holi-
day season. Funds were 
also obtained through a 
Beacon Grant applied for 
by Lodge #2224 from the 
Elks National Foundation.  
The check was presented 
to North Haven Wel-
fare Administrator Rob 
Snurkowski by Elks Lodge 
#2224 Exalted Ruler 
Andy Caporossi PDD.
     The Elks mission is 
to conduct charitable 
projects and patriotic 
programs in the com-
munities we serve.  For 
membership inquiry, 
North Haven residents 
may contact Andy 
Caporossi at 203-248-
2224.
     Pictured with Lodge 
President Andy Caporossi 
is North Haven Wel-
fare Administrator Rob 
Snurkowski.

157th grand lodge session
July 4-7, 2021 welcoMe to taMpa!

     The Elks National Convention Commission is working closely with the 
Tampa Convention Center and Visit Tampa Bay to plan for a safe and healthy 
Elks National Convention. Safety measures and plans are evolving, but are 
likely to include social distancing, attendee occupancy management and 
personal mask use which is currently required in Tampa.
     Pre-registration is open online-only until June 21. Click here to 
preregister now! Pre-Registration will be the best way to avoid lines and 
safely receive your credentials and other critical attendee information.
     For New England Elks Tour information, state shirt orders and  
Connecticut Dinner & DD Presentation information Please click here to 
visit Connecticut Elks Association website (updates will be made as details 
become available).
     To learn more about the Tampa area and receive Grand Lodge updates 
Please visit Grand Lodge’s website for General Convention Information.

     Waterbury Lodge #265 will host a Special Initiation Ritual in honor of 
our State Association President James Sabio and Past State Association 
President Michael Bonini.  As stated above, the event will take place on 
Saturday, May 15, 2021 with the following schedule:  Social at 2:00 PM, 
Initiation at 3:00 PM and Dinner at 4:00 PM.  
     Dinner will be a served Buffet at a cost of $15.  Dress Code: Black 
Tux: State Officers, PSP, Grand Lodge Dignitaries, PDD, Lodge Officers;               
Business Attire: All Others.
     This is a great chance for everyone to witness the Initiation performed 
as it is intended and an opportunity for the State of Connecticut to 
increase our membership.
     President Jim and Past President Mike have both worked hard to 
promote Elkdom in our state and motivate the membership to support 
the programs of our association. State President Night is our time to thank 
them for all they have done.
     Please try and bring at least one new candidate to be initiated. Please 
make sure to bring the following: Member Card, Elk Member Lapel Pin, 
BPOE Statutes, Lodge Bylaws, American Flag, and anything else your Lodge 
may present to a new member.
     Please confirm with either VP Kathi Ackerman or VP Michael Johnson 
if you plan to attend so that we can make the appropriate arrangements 
with Waterbury Lodge.  To contact Michael, email blkrcksvc@aol.com (860) 
793-0689 or (860) 966-4106.  To contact Kathleen, email kackerman56@
comcast.net, (860) 342-1812 or (860) 301-3198.

state presidents’ night
by svp kathi ackerMan and svp Michael Johnson
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elks grants let lodges focus on coMMunity needs
By Michael B. Bryant, Committee Member

     COVID-19 has been a life-changing event 
for most of us and there does not seem to 
be an end to the restrictions in the near 
future. Work has been affected, not only with 
job losses but also with changes in daily job 
functions. Social life is different, as many 
are not able to socialize with friends as they 
normally would. Going to restaurants, movie 
theaters, parks, and yes, even the Lodge, has 
in many cases been eliminated or curtailed 
greatly.
     This has taken a great toll on our local 
Lodges. Depending on your state, you 
may not be able to assemble in groups 
for normal Lodge meetings, gather to 
plan events, or to meet with the public to 
collaborate on our community programs. In 
this difficult time, our programs are even 
more valuable to our communities.
     We can still find ways to work with our 
communities to provide services and goods 
unique to your individual community. We 
may not be able to meet in large groups, 
but we can still meet the needs of others 
in many ways. This not only supports our 
community, making a difference to those 
who are in need, but also enhances our 
image in the community, showing we are 
there to serve even in very difficult times.
     The thing I truly love about Elkdom is 
that we can customize our programs to our 

individual communities, drilling down to 
specific needs as best known by the local 
Lodges. These projects may involve youth, 
veterans, teachers, homeless, and others in 
need.
     Grand Lodge is providing additional 
assistance with meeting these community 
needs. The Beacon Grant this year, as an 
example, has been increased to $3,500. You 
can merge this grant with the Spotlight 
Grant and receive an additional $2,000 
to be used for COVID-19 relief. These can 
supplement local fundraising, which may be 
limited now, to assist your community and 
bring positive recognition to your Lodge.
     You can participate in the Community 
Project Contest for these worthy programs. 
Now is the time to start planning for 
your entry. The Lodge Community Project 
Contest form is online at https://www.
elks.org/grandlodge/activities/files/
communityProjectsContest.pdf.
     All entries must be received by May 
1, 2021. There are six divisions based on 
Lodge size with a first, second, and third 
place winner in each division. This contest 
recognizes and rewards your Lodge Members 
for their hard work and lets them know this 
work is appreciated by others, including the 
Grand Lodge.
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cea 2021 convention
By James Sabio, PGLC, PDD, Connecticut State President

     It goes without saying how tough the 
last year was on everyone. With that, the 
CEAC E-Board has voted to cancel the 
Annual Convention that was scheduled for 
Sturbridge, MA on June 4, 5, & 6th 2021. 
     We decided instead to hold a one (1) day 
Convention on June 5, 2021 at Westbrook 
Lodge #1784 in their outside pavilion with 
a capacity of 200. We will be following CT 
Covid-19 rules in affect at that time. 
     Therefore, in compliance with the 
Constitution and Statutes of the Conn. Elks 
Association Charities, Inc., I cordially invite 
you to attend the Ninety Second Annual 
Convention of the Association on June 5, 
2021. 
     The format for this convention will be:
Breakfast sandwiches will be available for 
purchase before the start of the meeting.
The Business Session will begin at 9 AM 
to 12 PM.  Lunch will also be available for 
purchase from Noon to 1 PM.
     We will re-convene at 1:30 PM for the 
Memorial Service, which will include the 
names from the last two (2) years. Followed 
by the Awards Presentation and the 
Installation of the 2021-22 Officers.
     Dress code for the Business Session will 

be business attire (jacket and tie for the men 
and appropriate attire for women).
     Dress code for the afternoon session for 
the incoming and outgoing State Officers 
and the Installing Suite will be SUMMER 
FORMAL.  For all others, Business attire.
     Westbrook Lodge will be open for 
Dinner. Reservations must be made to the 
Westbrook Lodge prior to June 5, 2021 by 
calling (860) 399-9191, ext 1. 
     Lodge Secretaries, please forward to the 
State Secretary a list of any Past Exalted 
Ruler or Past District Deputy from your 
Lodge who passed away between April 1, 
2019 and March 31, 2020, and April 1, 2020 
and March 31, 2021.  We will include these 
names with the roll call of Lodges during 
the Memorial Service.
     To accesss the delegate forms, please 
click here https://www.ctelks.org/cea-
annual-convention-2021.  Please send 
delegate forms to the credentials charmain 
as indicated on the form.  If you have any 
questions about the delegate form, please 
contact your District Vice President or the 
State Secretary. 

GROTON ELKS LODGE #2163
Impact Grant Project

     
The Groton Elks Lodge #2163 is utilizing the 
Impact Grant to support the community by 
adopting a Donation Station program that is 
held the second Wednesday of each month 
throughout the year.  The project includes 
stuffing 100 bags with house-hold items, 
personal cleaning products and non-food 
necessities (for example, toilet paper and tis-
sues).  The bags are delivered to the Groton 
uman Services department for distribution 
to the community. 

7


