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    The completion of another state 
association year is upon us. This 
means that crunch time is here for 
concluding our annual programs 
and contests. It has been a very 
busy and productive year for the 
Connecticut Elks Association with 
overall positive results for our many 
charitable community endeavors.
Through unwavering countless 
hours of volunteering, our lodges 
have shown that Elks stand for 
caring and sharing. 
     Our programs for veterans, 
children and students have excelled 
this year due to the generosity 
of the membership’s dedication 
to this year’s motto of Assisting 
Communities through Charity. 
The Elks National Foundation has 
distributed $13.7 million dollars in 
Community Investment Program 
grants this year.  I am happy to 
report that all of Connecticut’s 
lodges have obtained a charity 
grant from the Grand Lodge. In 
keeping with Grand Lodge status as 
being third behind only the federal 
government and the Bill Gates 
Foundation in awarding student 
scholarships, Connecticut Elks have 
once again fulfilled their share of 
helping high school seniors with 
the financial need to attend college.
     With all officers having been 
installed for the start of the new 
lodge year, it is important to 
remember that a smooth transition 
of the responsibility for finishing 
the state association year falls 
upon the new officers of each 
lodge. The Junior Past Exalted 
Ruler should be available to assist 
the new slate of officers with 
completing state programs and 
meeting deadlines for contests. The 

next two months usually decide 
the direction to which a lodge is 
headed. The annual lodge budget 
and Grand Lodge annual report 
should be at the top of the priority 
list of important 
tasks to complete.
     Financial stability 
of the lodge is a 
big concern that 
confronts all of us 
in today’s world. 
Taxes are getting 
higher each year 
making this one of 
the most important 
business aspects 
of running a lodge. 
It is actually the 
make or break issue of whether 
a lodge survives or not. In order 
to generate the funds necessary 
to pay for taxes and other lodge 
operating costs it is imperative 
that you provide your members a 
reason to support your lodge by 
offering events and an atmosphere 
that is appealing to their social 
desires. Also, ask members to 
participate in the committees and 
community events that the Elks 
are involved with. Failing to get 
as many members as possible on 
board to help out results in the 
same few people doing all the work 
and others feeling locked out of the 
opportunity to contribute to lodge 
growth. Work as team and reap the 
benefits of success!
     The Elks National Foundation is 
the cornerstone of our charitable 
commitment to the community. 
There is no better investment 
program that can compete with The 
Foundation.  The ENF has approved 
$36.9 million in funding for 

2019-20 to be available to lodges 
for distribution to communities 
through the various Grand Lodge 
grant programs. This is free money 
that each lodge should apply for to 

benefit a worthy 
cause in your 
jurisdiction. All 
grant information 
can be found on 
the Grand Lodge 
website at www.
elks.org. 
     Membership 
is the lifeline of 
our Order.  Each 
year brings more 
challenges to keep 
our membership 

level at an overall plus. I am happy 
to inform you that Connecticut 
will be a slim plus-thirteen in 
membership for 2018-19. The 60 
day grace/reinstatement period is 
now in effect. Make an all-out effort 
to get as many delinquent members 
back on the roll to increase our 
membership plus. If each lodge 
reinstated just three members, we 
would add almost 100 members 
back on the roll. Personal contact 
is the most effective way to reach 
out to those that are lapsed for the 
year. Reinstatement of membership, 
not termination of it, should be the 
goal of every lodge.
     The State Association 
committees have been rounding 
out the year by finishing their 
programs and contests. All of 
these programs define what the 
Elks are all about and illustrate 
our legitimacy as a fraternal 
organization. The Americanism, 
Drug Awareness, Youth Activities, 
Veterans, Soccer Shoot and Hoop

CT ELKS ASSOCIATION April

2019

Steve Maheu and Jennifer Maheu, Publishers

https://ctelks.org/
Volume 23, Issue 3

“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest 
appreciation is not to utter words but to live by them.”                                 

- President John F. Kennedy

David J. Acanfora, pdd, State President
Phillip R. Stender, PDD, Secretary
David R. Carr, pger, State Sponsor Head
Robert Magowan, PER, Public Relations Chair

A 5 Star GL Award Publication



2017-18 
ct elks 

association
 officers

State President, 
David J. Acanfora, PDD

Vice President Coastal,     
James Money, PDD

Vice President Central,     
Michael A. Bonini, PDD

Vice President Northwest, 
James Sabio, PGLC, PDD 

Vice President East 
Michael R. Stewart, PDD

State Secretary                  
Phillip R. Stender, Sr, PDD

Treasurer,                         
Matthew C. Frankel, PDD

Trustee Coastal, 
Edward Baranyai, PDD

Trustee East,
Joseph Mingoia, PDD 

Trustee at Large,            
John P. Simko, PDD

Trustee Central,                
Dennis Claffey, PDD

Trustee Northwest,
James Coley, PDD

Chaplain,                          
Kathleen Acerman, PDD

Tiler, 
Pete Nelson, PDD

Sergeant at Arms,
Darren Lawlor, PER

Inner Guard,
Andrea Ruimerman, PER

Organist,
Joseph Trovarelli, Jr., PDD

state President’s Message, continued from page one

PGER David R. Carr’s Placemat 
Program

You can find your set of GL 
Placemats on 

  ELKS.ORG/ Grand Lodge/
Committees/Fraternal 

Committee/Forms&Downloads.
They can be used at your next 
event, breakfast, dinner, and 

more to promote your Lodge and 
Elkdom. Download them today!

It is the intent of the State 
Public Relations Committee to 

publish this newsletter quarterly. 
All Grand Lodge & State 

Officers, committee persons 
& local Lodges are encouraged 

to submit any articles & 
information to the State or 

District Public Relations Chair.  
Chair: Robert Magowan, PER 

magowanbob@yahoo.com; 
Central: Kathleen Ackerman, 
PDD kackerman56@comcast.

net; Coastal: Sheila Parizo, 
sparizo@sbcglobal.net; East: 

John Espada,PER trustee2163@
tvcconnect.net; Northwest: 

Steve Maheu, stemahart@gmail.
com

Shoot Programs certainly are shining star Elks programs.  On April 27, 
2019, two Hoop Shoot contestants from Connecticut will compete at 
the national finals in Chicago, Illinois. Please show your support for 
them by visiting the Grand Lodge website to submit congratulations and 
encouragement for success at the competition. Maybe our state will have 
a national champion this year.
     Speaking of congratulations, it is with great pride that I announce 
that this newsletter has once again been awarded Five Stars in the Grand 
Lodge State Association Newsletter Contest. That makes two consecutive 
years that the CEA has received this honor. Thanks to the great work of 
the Public Relations Committee, Chairman Bob Magowan and Publishers 
Steve and Jennifer Maheu for winning this award again. Communication 
is an important key to the image of our organization and the state Public 
Relations Committee knows how to showcase the Connecticut Elks 
Association.
     In a little less than two months, we will meet in Sturbridge, 
Massachusetts for our annual convention. Please send in your delegate 
forms via the state website as early as possible. This year’s convention 
promises to be an informative and interesting venue with elections and 
resolutions coming up for vote. Make sure that your installation dinner 
reservations are made well in advance since seating is done on a first 
come, first served basis. I look forward to seeing you in Sturbridge in June.  
     Finally, this year has been a fantastic journey in Elkdom as your State 
President. I have been able to interact in a behind the scene role for all 
events both State Association and Grand Lodge and with the assistance 
of the membership work to meet the goals of our state and Order.  I am 
grateful for and appreciate all of the dedication and effort put forth 
by the lodges this year in making our State Association year a success.  
Teamwork is how goals are accomplished. Team CEA did a great job of 
accomplishing our goals. Thank you for everything and especially for 
Assisting Communities through Charity. God bless you, God Bless our 
military personnel protecting freedom around the world and God Bless 
the Great United States of America!

Fraternally,

David J. Acanfora, PDD
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a Message froM grand exalted ruler
ger, Michael t. luhr

CT ELKS Association is on            
    Facebook 

Follow us on Facebook. 
With over 20,000 Elks in 
Connecticut, let’s increase 

our numbers! FIND US AT 
CTELKS.ORG

     As flowers 
explode with 
dazzling 
splendor in May, 
so too does our 
Elks’ year begin 
to blossom. 
Loyalty Day falls 
on the first of 
the month, and 
it’s the day your 
Lodge’s Annual 

Report is due.
     As Elks, it is our responsibility to run 
both local and Grand Lodge programs. 
These two responsibilities may seem 
unrelated but, in reality, they are 
symbiotic parts of the greater whole.
     Your Lodge is measured by the 
programs it operates and supports 
throughout the year. Track how many 
Elks and non-Elks were involved in 
each event. Log all of their volunteer 
hours. Note the total participants from 
your community. Record the amount 
of money spent by your Lodge for the 
event.
     While reviewing reports from across 

the country, we see that many Lodges 
track programs effectively, but others 
do not. Please take the time to monitor 
your programs throughout the year 
and ensure the data is logged in your 
charitable reports. Show pride in your 
accomplishments by taking time to 
track your effort.

     Mother’s Day falls on May 12th. 
Make sure you’re running the Mother’s 
Day Program in your Lodge to honor all 
mothers on their special day. Memorial 
Day is on the 27th. Partner with other 
service organizations to create a 
community-wide event. One of the best 
ways to honor our former Members 
who gave all for our freedoms is to 
place flowers and American flags on 
their graves.
     Coming in June is Father’s Day and 
Flag Day. Grand Lodge Convention 
starts at the end of the month so 
register as soon as possible. Lastly, 
make sure to conduct all local and 
Grand Lodge programs. By doing so, 
you are truly “Working Together to 
Make a Difference.”

A fruitful Elks year blooms this month

Special Olympics 
Penguin Plunge

     The CT Elks Association 
was well represented Sunday 
3/31 at the Penguin Plunge for 
Special Olympics at the West-
brook Lodge. State President 
David Acanfora, V.P. Coastal 
District Mike Bonini and V. P. 
East District Mike Stewart were 
just a few of the “penguins” 
jumping in to the icy cold water 
for a phenomenal cause. It was 
a wonderful time for a cause 
that is near and dear to the Elks 
heart. 
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NVS Commission Secretary / Treasurer      

     “So long as there are Veterans, the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks will never forget 
them” — Simple words, but the Order of Elks honors 
this solemn pledge every day through our selfless 
volunteer service.
     Our support for veterans and active military 
members through national and Local Lodge 
programs, and individual effort, is well known. 
However, as we continue our efforts to end 
homelessness and meet the needs of our veterans 
and military members, it is important that we also 
recognize the sacrifices of the military family and 
the role it plays in a strong and successful military. 
Military families are central to the health and 
capability of the all-volunteer force and are assets 
to our national defense.
     When an individual joins the military, their 
entire family is affected by frequent moves and 
deployments. The stress of separation makes it 
challenging for military families to set down roots, 
make friends, find new employment, and care for 
basic needs. This stress and the impact of being 
away from family is listed as a major reason why 
military members leave military service.
     Fortunately, the Order of Elks is uniquely 
positioned with the programs and resources to 
welcome military families and help ease their 
burdens.
     In February 2003, the Elks announced the Army 
of Hope Program, which assists families with fathers 
or mothers called to active duty. Today, the annual 

value of cash and non-cash contributions provided 
through the Army of Hope totals over $3.5 million, 
supporting approximately 35,000 families of the 
patriots called to serve our nation, one home at a 
time.
     The Army of Hope is the ideal vehicle to help 
Lodges reach out and actively engage a military 
family, invite them to Lodge events, share resources 
and expertise, and expand existing projects to 
include military spouses and children through the 
use of ENF and ENVSP Grants.
     To initiate or expand support for military 
families in your Lodge, put together a committee 
to brainstorm ideas, organize plans, delegate 
responsibilities, set goals, and solicit volunteers. 
The next step can be as easy as contacting a 
local Reserve or National Guard Unit, or a Family 
Readiness Group that provides support for military 
families. Or you can simply introduce yourself to the 
military families in your community, offer thanks, 
and ask what they need and how your Lodge can 
help meet those needs.
     May 18th is Armed Forces Day, a day to pay 
special tribute to the men and women of the Armed 
Forces for their service. What better way to help 
celebrate this day than by reaching out to our 
military families and letting them know how much 
we appreciate their service.
     God bless our active military and our veterans, 
and God bless their families.the event from the 
Newington Veterans Association and nearby 
veterans housing.

Behind every veteran is a suPPortive Military faMily 
By ronald l. hicks, Pger

enfield elks donate $1,500 worth of BackPacks and suPPlies
By Mike helechu

     With the help of a $1,500 Anniversary Grant from the 
Elks National Foundation, the Enfield Elks Lodge was able 
to purchase backpacks and school supplies for the “Back 
to School” drive sponsored in September every year by 
Educational Resources for Children in Enfield. 
     Volunteers pulled up to the ERfC offices on March 29th 
with a truckload of boxes that included 80 backpacks, 80 
spiral notebooks, 200 packages of filler paper, two cases 
of erasers, glue and mechanical pencils, three cases of 
markers, two of pocket folders and two of colored pencils. 
Our Lodge also supported the 2018 Back to School 
program with an ENF Grant last August.
     Educational Resources for Children is a private, 
community-based non-profit agency. Its programs include: 
Before & After School programs for grades K-8, After 

School Adventures, Vacation Destination, Summer Lunch 
Bunch, Summer Escape Camp, Healthy Meals=Healthy 
Minds Community Events, and Family Activities.

Bill Gordon, PER and Jerome 
McCray unload boxes of 
backpacks and school supplies 
from Bill’s truck at ERfC on 
March 29th. 

Bill Gordon, PER and Lori 
Percoski are shown with 
ERfC Community Outreach 
Coordinator, Ryan Obedzinski    
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     The Connecticut Elks Association annual convention will be held Friday, May 
31, 2019 to Sunday, June 2, 2019 at Sturbridge Host on ceder lake hotel and 
conference center.  Deadline to register is May 8th.  Reservations can be made 
on Sturbridge Host website by utilizing code 1905Elks.  The annual convention 
Installation Dinner will be held on Saturday, June 1, 2019.  Hospitality room 
reservations are also due by May 8th.  Please send reservations to Matthew C. 
Frankel, PDD at 8 Morris Avenue, Trumbull, CT 06611.  Please visit www.ctelks.
org for more information and reservation forms.
     The Grand Lodge annual convention will be held June 30, 2019 through July 
3, 2019.  
     Pre-registration for the St. Louis Grand Lodge Convention is available 
at www.elks.org/convention/prereg.cfm through June 23.  The online pre-
registration fee is $50 for all Members, while the on-site registrationfee will 
be $60.  A current credit card for PayPal will be needed. There is no fee for a 
non-Elk spouse or guest.  When you arrive at the convention center, go to the 
designated preregistration line in the Registration area.  You will need your 
e-mail confirmation and current membership card to receive credentials (and 
voting credentials, if qualified) for you and your spouse or guest. A registration 
badge will be required to enter the exhibit hall and all business sessions.
     All non-Elk guests, including widows and widowers of Elks, must register at 
the Guest Registration Station at the convention center to obtain registration
badges. Guests need a badge to enter the exhibit hall, see the Installation of
Grand Lodge Officers, or attend any other functions where they are permitted.
Grand Lodge registration and its required fee are not included in any State
Association’s “package” arrangement.
  

annual conventions

     The donations continue to come in for Brenda Williams “Mitten Tree”. 
Thanks again to Mike and Sharon Stewart, another full bag of hats, mittens, 
gloves, and scarfs have been collected and turned over to Brenda to give to 
CCMC.
     And a special THANK YOU to 
Monsignor Tony from St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, for his generous donation 
of three bags of stuffed animals. 
And for the hats, mittens, gloves, and 
scarfs from St. Patrick’s School both 
from Norwich. All of these items are 
headed to CCMC to help put a smile 
on a child’s face. 
      This brings the total donations of 
items to well over 1500. WOW over 
1500 items, incredible. Again just 
think of how much more could have 
been collected and given to CCMC 
Safe Kids program on behalf of the 
Conn Elks Association  through this 
endeavor had more of the 21000 
Conn Elks joined in and given.
     My sincere appreciation and deep thanks to Brenda Williams, the Stewarts, 
Monsignor Tony, students and faculty from St Patrick’s School, and members of 
the Manchester Elks, and Emblem Club 251 for taking on this challenge.
     Together this group has once again proved  that  ELKS CARE/ ELKS SHARE.

Mitten tree Project
By Pete g. nelson, Pdd - Manchester lodge no. 1893

Hartford Lodge #19 
Beacon Grant

Thanks to the Beacon 
Grant, Ten members 
of Hartford, CT Lodge 
# 19, purchased, 
prepared and served 
a hot lunch to 175-
200 of the local 
homeless. The 
February 9th  event 
was at Mercy Housing 
Shelter in Hartford, 
which houses 40-50 
of the homeless and 
then the doors were 
opened to another 
125-150 walk in’s. It 
was a great success, a 
lot of smiles,and the 
remainder of the grant 
was used to stock up 
their pantry.

Back Row L-R   John Laverty, 
Steve Flynn, Bob Benigni (E.R), 
Chris Chaloux , Johnny Hartford, 
Ron Asselin

Frt Row    L-R   Juli Winkel (Est 
Loyal Knight) Nancy Benigni, 
Doug Hess, Ron Hammar 
(Trustee) 
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The Groton Lodge of Elks recently 
received a Beacon Grant from 
the Elks National Foundation, to 
coordinate with Operation Warm 
to provide brand new winter 
coats to an area school. When we 
approached Claude Chester School 
about this, they were really excited 
and asked if we could provide coats 
for the whole school. So now, we 
are partnering with Operation Warm 
to try to meet this important need, 
helping kids in need be safe and 
warm during the rest of the winter. 

     Operation Warm has even 
offered us a 2:1 matching 
grant, since this is our 
first time doing this.   So 
for approximately $2700 
raised the Groton Lode had 
enough for every child in the 
elementary school, totalling 

300 children.
     Statement from operation:
     “We are so pleased and proud 
to partner with the Elks so every 
child at Claude Chester Elementary 
School  could receive a brand new 
warm and colorful coat.  Principal 
Jamie Giordano told The Day “she’s 
so grateful to the Elks and proud of 
the students, who were appreciative 
to the Elks and volunteers.” Thank 
you to Groton Elks Lodge #2163 and 
the Elks National Foundation.

groton lodge Beacon grant
suBMitted By john esPada, Per, Pr chairMan

Willimantic Elks 
     
     On a snowy Thursday 
morning in February the 
Willimantic Elks, with 
the help of the Gratitude 
Grant from ENF, handed 
over 25 carseats and 100 
helmets to DCF to be 
distributed to families/
children in need in the 
Willimantic and Norwich 
area!  ELKS CARE AND 
ELKS SHARE!  Great Job! 

     New London Elks Sponsor Dinner for Coast Guard 
Members Affected by Government Shutdown
     In January, the partial U.S. government shutdown 
affected a number of individuals in the greater New 
London community.  The New London Elks sponsored a 
free dinner for affected Coast Guard service personnel 
and civilian employees affected by the shutdown.  
Working with the Chief Petty Officers Association 
of Southeastern Connecticut, the New London Elks 
distributed tickets to the event, serving a southern style 
fried chicken dinner to nearly 100 individuals.  Over 
15 lodge members volunteered serving in the kitchen 
and many donated home made desserts.  A news 
story featuring the event was broadcast on Channel 3 
Eyewitness News, sharing the good that our lodge and 
the Connecticut Elks does for our communities.  The 
video can be found here:  http://bit.ly/2T1jskl

new london elks sPonsor dinner for coast guard MeMBers
By joshua gray

Louise Lee, PER lecturing knight 
and Michelle Drouin, Exalted Ruler
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enfield elks suPPort safe harBor warMing center
By Mike helechu

     Members of Enfield Elks Lodge 
2222 delivered a trailer-load of 
supplies to the Enfield Safe Harbor 
Warming Center at Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Church on Hazard Ave. 
on Feb. 21st. The donation, made 
possible by a $2,000 grant from the 
Elks National Foundation, included 
sleeping bags, pillows, pillow cases, 
socks, under garments, juices, snacks, 
cleaning supplies, paper towels, 
toilet paper, puzzle books and tokens 
for the Magic Carpet Bus. Members 
of the Warming Center’s Board of 
Directors were on hand to receive 
the delivery.
     The 
Warming 
Center was 
established in 
2016. It offers 
overnight 
shelter to 
homeless 
neighbors from 
9 p.m. to 7 a.m. 

between mid-January and late March.
     The Enfield Elks Lodge supports a 
number of local charities, including 
the Enfield Food Shelf, Enfield 
Loaves & Fishes soup kitchen, 
Educational Resources for Children, 
the Network Against Domestic 
Abuse, opioid drug educational 
programs, the Enfield Fuel Bank, 
Allied’s Enfield Stars sports training 
programs, Connecticut’s Take A Vet 
Fishing program, and more. The 
Lodge also donates its hall, the 
largest in Enfield, to other non-profit 
organizations and those seeking to 
raise money for families in need.

Milford Elks Gratitude Grant  

     Milford Elks Lodge #1589 
awarded their 2019 Gratitude 
Grant to the Milford Prevention 
Council on March 11th, 2019. The 
monetary donation will be used 
towards future collaborations 
with the MPC. These include a 
new billboard  and vaping pre-
sentation in the schools and new 
substance use and abuse presen-
tations and community events in 
Milford.  

     80+ deer hides that have 
been collected this hunting 
season for the Veterans Leather 
Program.  These hides will be 
sent to a tannery and turned into 
leather pelts for our vets in the VA 
hospitals to work on.
     The hides were collected from 
several lodges across the state and 
brought to Middletown Lodge for 
salting and storing.  Bill personally 
salted each hide and placed them 
on a pallet to be picked up by 
freight that Grand Lodge supports.     

donations for veterans leather PrograM 

Bill Ackerman

Milford Elks’ Drug Awareness 
Chairman, Kathy Hart, Milford 
Prevention Council’s Program 
Director, Wendy Gibbons, and 
Exalted Ruler, Robert Muoio

CEA 2019-2020 State Pins

Minimum Order is 10 pins.  
Order in multiples of 5.
     Orders will be delivered 
at the State Convention in 
Sturbridge, MA.  Pins will 
not be mailed nor delivered 
at the convention in St. 
Louis.  www.ctelks.org
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